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Acute pain - is lasting less than 3 months; is a neurophysiological response to noxious injury that 

should resolve with normal wound healing. 

Acute on chronic pain - refers to times of acute exacerbations of a chronic painful syndrome or new 

acute pain in a person suffering from a chronic condition. 

Anatomic location - refers to the site of pain within the body and can divided into somatic and 

visceral. 

Chronic pain - is lasting more than 3 months; it extends beyond the time of normal wound healing 

with the development of multiple neurophysiological changes in the central nervous system. 

Idiopathic pain - is a term used in situations when there is no apparent cause for a patient’s pain, 

the pain severity, or the resulting disability or impairment. 

Inflammatory Pain (“neuritis”) - is the result of released inflammatory mediators that control 

nociceptive input. Examples include late burn healing, neuritis, and arthritis 

Intensity - refers to how the pain experience hurts. This may be mild, moderate, or severe.  

Neuropathic Pain - is the result of direct injury to nerves leading to an alteration in sensory 

transmission. It can be central or peripheral in nature. Examples include diabetic peripheral 

neuropathic pain, postherpetic neuralgia, chemotherapy induced pain, and radiculopathy 

Nociceptive Pain - is the result of direct tissue injury from a noxious stimulus. Examples include 

bone fracture, fresh surgical incision, and fresh burn injury 

Psychogenic pain - a rare entity, is a somatic manifestation of a psychiatric illness such as 

depression.  

Somatic pain - Pain occurs from injury to skin, muscle, bone, joint, connective tissue and deep 

tissues; Is also known as musculoskeletal pain; Typically pain is well-localized and sharp;  

Temporal nature - refers to the duration of the pain.  

Underlying etiology - refers to the source of the experienced pain.  

Visceral pain - Is internal pain and typically occurs from internal organs or tissues that support the; 

Pain sensation is typically vague deep aches, colicky, and/or cramping; usually poorly localized. 


